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Sir: 

This supplements the Information Disclosure Statement submitted in the 
above-identified application on September 15, 2003. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant 
hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which 
are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the 
Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims of the above- 
identified application. 

English abstract summarizing the disclosures of the European 
publications are submitted herewith. 

The enclosed search report of the European Patent Office was issued in a 
corresponding European patent application. 
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The search report notes the Hdgl reference cited in the Office Action 
mailed September 2, 2004 as an "A" document, i.e., a background document 
illustrative of the art. 

The search report also cites European patent document EP 0 600 321 Al 
("EP '321'). EP '321 discloses a collapsible bridge. In the present invention, the 
transverse girders rest on the lower nodes of the two truss planes of a track 
girder, thereby optimally transferring transverse forces to the diagonal struts 
(the latter serving the function of transferring the transverse forces to the bridge 
bearings on the bank). In contrast, the EP '321 transverse girders are connected 
with track girders at the end and in the middle of each bridge element A (see, EP 
'321 at 4:30-32; Fig, 2) where there are no lower truss nodes (indeed, the most 
distant points from the lower nodes). As a consequence of this static 
arrangement, a connection between an upper truss node and the transverse 
girder 23 is indispensable. This connection is implemented by struts 21, 22 (also 
visible in Fig. 6; because the struts 21, 22 are arranged in the plane of the truss 
walls 11,12, the numerals 21, 22 appear only in brackets). The present invention 
bridge does not require such struts connecting an upper node with the transverse 
girder, leading to a considerable weight reduction, a particularly important 
feature for lightweight bridges. In addition, such struts inside the track girders 
extend construction or dismantling times of the bridge. 

The present invention bridge is also distinguished from the EP '321 bridge 
by their chord profiles. The present invention's bridge has only one chord profile 
(divided in two parts) at each triangulation point of the track girder. According 
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to EP '321, there are two full chord profiles 13 at the upper triangulation point. 
Therefore, the weight of the EP '321 bridge is higher than the present invention 
allows. 

Further, as a consequence of the presence of the two upper chord profiles 
the cross section of the whole EP '321 track girder is of the form of a trapezoid 
(i.e., the planes of the two truss walls 11, 12 intersect outside the two upper 
chord profiles 13) rather than the form of a triangle (i.e., the planes of the two 
truss walls intersect inside the upper chord profile). The present invention's 
structure is thus very stable — the triangular cross section of the track girder can 
be maintained even under heavy loads, whereas the trapezoidal cross section of 
the EP '321 is not as stable, allowing deformation of the cross section of the 
track girder. Such deformation results in a transverse force tending to drive the 
two upper chord profiles 13 away from each over. Indeed, if clasp 17 (used to 
connect the two chord profiles; Fig. 4) fails, this could lead to the collapse of the 
whole EP '321 bridge. 

Another consequence of the presence of the two upper chord profiles in 
EP '321 is that the storage space needed for storing the dismantled bridge is 
considerably larger than the present invention bridge, because the width of the 
EP '321 track girder when folded together is larger (i.e., the sum of the diameter 
of the two upper chord profiles plus the distance between the two chord profiles). 
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Finally, the present invention bridge, provided with a hinge at its top 
nodes, permits the two truss walls of a track girder according to be folded 
without tools (no partial disintegration of the truss girder, no loosening of any 
screw connections, etc.)- With the EP '321 bridge, a clasp 17 covering the two 
chord profiles 13 is fixed by a screw (see, e.g., EP '321 Fig. 4). This screw has to 
be loosened (and the clasp 17 disengaged) before folding of the EP '321 elements 
can take place, prolonging the time for dismantling or construction of the EP '321 
bridge. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the later 
of three months from the application's filing date and the mailing date of the 
first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office Action or Notice of 
Allowance (whichever is earlier). No fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission 
that any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 

If necessary, the paper should be considered as a petition for consideration 
of the Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)(2) and that 
the petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
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§ 1.97(d)(3) should be charged to Deposit Account 05-1323, Docket No.: 
101235.52663US. 


CROWELL & MORING LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 

DDE:MHN:rde 


Respectfully submitted, 


January 3, 2005 



Donald D. Evenson 
Registration No. 26,160 
Mark H. Neblett 
Registration No. 42,028 
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